
Greetings Brethren of Toronto East District 
 
July is here; roll out those “Lazy Hazy Crazy Days of Summer” as sung by Nat King Cole.  
Enjoy them all.  Have a great summer.  I look forward to meeting and greeting all brethren at our 
161st Communication of Grand Lodge at the Fairmont Royal York Hotel, city of Toronto, 
Monday July 18th through to Thursday July 21st.  Note: if you are planning on attending the 
Grand Masters Banquet on Wednesday July 20th, tickets must be ordered by July 8th to allow for 
delivery before the July 14th cut-off date.  See the Toronto East District Website and newsletters 
for Monday through Thursday Grand Lodge event details. 
 
Brethren, please remember and support the Senior Wardens’ B.B.Q. & Corn Roast at 
WindReach Farm, fourth Saturday in August.  A very worthy cause. 
 
W. Bro. Terry Spalding Martin, editor and publisher of Hiram’s Lighthouse, a wonderfully 
informative newsletter, acclaimed throughout our District, Jurisdiction and beyond, has stated 
that as of the July 2016 edition, he will retire as publisher of our District Newsletter.  He has 
been a pleasure to work with and on behalf of the Brethren of Toronto East District, our great 
Jurisdiction and his loyal readers everywhere, I thank him so much for his years of service, 
dedication and commitment to excellence and wish him well in all his future endeavours. 
 
As prophesied by my predecessors, who said, “your year as the D.D.G.M. will come and go 
faster than you realize.  Enjoy the ride.”  They were right.  It has been a wonderful, fulfilling 
year and a rewarding life experience.   
 
From September 1st 2015 to the last days of June 2016, the 19 lodges of Toronto East District 
have had over 300 meetings concerning the business, activities, social and fraternal events of and 
between our lodges, along with numerous District Receptions, 19 Installations, 19 Official Visits, 
Remembrance Day Observations, District Devine Service, Blood Donor Drives, Habitat for 
Humanity, Youth Support Initiatives, Masonic C.H.I.P. Program in and out of District, Charity 
Projects, weekly sessions of Mechanics of The Work, numerous presentations of long service 25, 
50 and 60 year pins, Grand Lodge Programs and many other events throughout the year.  I would 
like to recognize and thank our many District Chairmen and Brethren throughout Toronto East 
District for their time, energies and support which have made it possible to drive and advance 
these initiatives. 
 
Our Toronto East District Black and White Gala held on Saturday June 11th to honour our ladies 
and to recognize the achievements of our District Brethren and Lodges, marks the culmination of 
our District Year.  Congratulations go out to our District Award Winners: 
 

Bro. Michael Cippolone -  M.W. Bro. Ronald E. Groshaw Award, 
for Mason of the Year 
 

Markham Union Lodge -  M.W. Bro. C. Edwin Drew Award, 
for Lodge of the Year 
 

Coronati Lodge -  M.W. Bro. Terrance Shand Award, 



for the Lodge that best exemplifies the 
principals of the Craft, within the 
community 
 

Markham Union Lodge -  R.W. Bro. William Reiach Award, 
for Remembrance Day Service 
 

Wexford Lodge -  Travelling Gavel Award 
 

Coronati Lodge -  Blood Donors Award 
 
Markham Union Lodge was also recognized for having the most members of a lodge at the Black 
& White Gala. 
 
I would like to recognize, thank and congratulate our District Gala Committee, W. Bros. Craig 
McOuat, Patrick Hillis, Alex Wilson and Bros. Eric Smith, Andrew Wilson and James Ignacio 
for a job well done.  It was a great evening, one of our best yet and enjoyed by many, many 
Brethren, their ladies, guests and friends.  A fitting tribute to our year’s end. 
 
When I think of Freemasonry, I am reminded of the fundamental principles that Freemasonry 
teaches and endeavours to impress upon its members, such as Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth, 
and the spiritual attitudes Faith, hope and Charity.  Time honoured standards, and guides to 
conduct our lives by.  Not to be better than anyone else, but to become, ourselves, better than we 
ever thought we could be.  I thank the Brethren of Toronto East District, for helping me to 
become better than I thought I could be.  The respect that you have shown for this Office, the 
warmth of your greetings to me personally, in and out of lodge, I will cherish, always. 
 
Any successes I have achieved would not have been possible without the strong support of the 
District Secretary, W. Bro. Greig J. King.  From creating a new makeover of our Toronto East 
District Trestle Board to all the other duties required of a District Secretary, along with the 
everyday responsibilities of a young family and a very demanding job, W. Bro. Greig King has 
fulfilled the duties of his Office admirably.  I thank him for his friendship and his trust.  It was a 
tremendous learning experience for both of us. 
 
To my wife, Evelyn, you made this year possible for me.  Thank you so much for your love, 
patience and support. 
 
Brethren, I look forward to greeting you at Grand Lodge. 
 
May the Great Architect of the Universe Watch over us all. 
 

Knowledge = Confidence; Never Stop Learning. 
 
 
Sincerely and Fraternally, 
 



R.W. Bro. Dean M. Bergerson 
District Deputy Grand Master 
Toronto East District 


